
MINUTES OF MEETING OF EAST CHINNOCK PARISH COUNCIL 
HELD ON MONDAY 5th FEBRUARY 2024 IN THE VILLAGE HALL
Before the meeting commenced there was an opportunity for the public to speak:
A parishioner thanked the PC for putting the minutes on the village noticeboard lower down, so that she can easily read them.
 Present
Duncan Goodes (Chairman), Cllr John Cox, Doug Reeve, Dave Tuck and Debbie Taylor, 
In Attendance
Nancy Chapman (Clerk), Mike Hewitson (Somerset Councillor) and 2 Members of the Public.
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Kevin Rixon and J’aime Wetherell.
2. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 8th JANUARY 2023 (Already Circulated)
The minutes were approved as correct records of the meeting (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve).

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST & DPI DISPENSATIONS
None.

4. MATTERS OF REPORT ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES
Cllr Cox has received feedback related to the ‘potential stoppage’ of the East Chinnock Mobile Library stop: 
1) The figures presented were wrong and represented East Coker and not East Chinnock.
2) The figure for East Chinnock should have been 7 regular users.
3) The Library is used by the Book-group and also by one person to order books for a pre school group.
4) Books are often collected for other members of the village
The Cllr Goodes  agreed to feed this information  back to the Taunton Library Manager.
5. SOMERSET COUNCILLOR`S REPORTS (BY INVITATION)
Somerset Councilor’s reports were previously circulated. Mike Hewitson gave further details of Somerset Council budget cuts and council tax plans for the next year.

6. DEVOLUTION OF SERVICES
At this time, no further details have been released relating to devolution to PCs.

7. PLANNING AND PLANNING APPLICATIONS
There were no planning applications received.

8. FINANCE
a) A resolution was passed to approve the following payments (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve):

· N Chapman Re-imbursement for 4 x Swings (£302.50 + VAT £60.50)

£363.00

· Coram Construction Training Ltd – 3 x Unit 2/10(Chapter 8) + Registration 








(£690.00 + VAT £138.00)

£828.00

9. COMMUNITY PARK
a) The upper hinge of the kissing gate has now been secured with longer screws. The new swings have also been fitted.  The benches and gates also now require re-painting.

b) Cllr Taylor reported that there was person with a dog in the community field, who refused to leave when she mentioned dogs were not allowed there.  It was agreed the Clerk would write a letter to him, to ask him not to take the dog in the park again in the future.
10. PARISH ISSUES
a)  The Clerk reported that the three hamstone capping stones have been ordered (£81.25).  The rest of the planter has now been repaired and is just awaiting the capping stones.

b) Cllr Goodes reported that the War Memorial Grant Trust (WMT) have awarded a 50% grant of £1,850 (for the Gillet & Johnstone quote).  In order to do a ‘full fix’ of the clock, a further £3k-£4k would be required. A parishioner suggested asking villagers if they would like to donate to the Chuch Clock repair.  Cllr Goodes agreed to do a poster/flyer for this and than circulate it, on the facebook page and withthe Chinnock Chimes  (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Reeve). Action: Cllr Goodes to work through the grant process 

c) Allotments provision will be on the March agenda, for Cllr Rixon to provide an update.

d) The village book "East Chinnock Village Echoes" was first published at the turn of the Millennium to celebrate the history of East Chinnock. Julie Jewell decided to produce a 2nd edition by scanning and digitising the original. Now there are newcomers to the village who would like their own copy and it is once again out of print. The PC were interested in receiving the digitized copy and agreed to make further enquires. Action: Nancy Chapman

e) The Clerk asked if Tuesday, 9th April (7.00pm) was suitable for the Defibrilator/ First Aid Training. The PC agreed this date (Proposer: Cllr Taylor, Seconder: Cllr Tuck).  Cllr Taylor agreed to meet the trainer, and also to lock up the village hall. It was agreed this date needs to be advertised on Facebook, the Chinnock Chimes and the Round Robin. Action. Nancy Chapman

11. ENTERTAINMENTS COMMITTEE
There will be a bingo night on Friday 8th March. 

12. PARISH RANGER SCHEME
a) The Clerk has had several quotes for the Parish lengthmens job and also the grass-mowing job. As the grass will need to be cut quite soon it was agreed that the Clerk would contract the best quote for mowing the grass (and potentially a replacement ranger too) that could be found (subject to councilors agreeing this by email).

13. HIGHWAYS REPORT
a) Vegetation blocking pavement on A30 at Bridge Farm House- awaiting update from Cllr Wetherell.

b) Cllr Reeve announced that Avon and Somerset Police Community Trust have kindly awarded a £2,800 grant towards the cost of the SID project. This will help towards the SID equipment, the necessary training and the costs of the new SID posts.   Cllr Reeve has continued to chase the installation of the new SID posts, that Somerset Council have asked a contractor to install (this has been given as one of their high priority jobs).  Cllr Reeve has said he might approach other contactors should this not be done soon.  Cllr Reeve agreed to contact Elan City to confirm the price is still be held at the originally price quoted. Cllr Goodes to formally accept the grant by returning the ‘Conditions of grant’ form.  Cllr Reeve to continue to lead on implementation

c) Cllr Reeve met with Highways and it was agreed that work could be done to correct the camber to Orchardleigh drainage gullies.  Due to financial constraints at Somerset Council this would have to wait until the next financial year.

d) A temporary road closure was received for Collarway Lane for the 27th February for 2 days, to allow the utility services to replace a pole on behalf of Openreach.

14. PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT
Cllr Weatherell had previously reported that the Village Hall hire costs will be £8 per hour for village residents and £10 per hour for non-residents. An update on the PC Logo to be given at the next meeting.
15. RIGHTS OF WAY
Mr Bussell reported that several of the footpath finger-signs are started to rot at the ground level.  It was agreed he would contact Somerset Council to ask if they have any spare posts first, but if not, it was agreed Mr Bussell could buy 3 posts and be reimbursed by the PC to replace the rotted ones. Cllr Goodes to help with routing of posts if necessary.

16. ITEMS FOR NEXT MEETING
None.

17. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING & CLOSURE
The next meeting is on Monday 4th March , 2024.  
The meeting closed at 9.05pm.  .

